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Slocum
LANDSCAPE ARTIST BY JOHN BIEBER

Russell Slocum is a landscape artist and as he says, a “sporadic writer” 
who spends most of his time painting in Berks County, around Southeastern 
Pennsylvania and along the coast of Maine. He works primarily in oils. Many of 
his paintings are done en plein air, at least in part, and the rest are from his own 
photos and sketches. He is Co-director of Art Plus Gallery in West Reading.

I met with Russell in his beautiful Wyomissing home to talk about his art.

Why painting? What got you interested? “In school, I was always known 
as one of the kids who could draw. I started painting in high school and 
it stuck as a hobby. I would do it on family vacations, take paints with us 
wherever we would go, even try to get our son and his cousins into it too.”

Are there any people who influenced your painting? “I like the French and 
American Impressionists, I’m in awe of John Singer Sargent. Things have stuck 
with me from workshops I did with Jack Coggins and Mark Boedges. There are 
certainly painters I admire, but none that I’ve patterned myself after.”

Russell
What is it that keeps you painting? “I 
enjoy being outside. I’ll find a spot that I 
think is beautiful or interesting, stand there 
for two or three hours and absorb it and 
try to capture the feel of it on canvas. And 
if I accomplish that and get lucky, someone 
might buy it. How can you beat that?”

What does the painting do for you? “My 
entire career, my jobs were creative - a 
writer, creative director. I get gratification 
from creating. If I’m not doing something 
with art or writing, I’m probably down in 
my shop doing woodwork. At this point, 
most of my woodwork is making frames 
for my larger paintings.”

How do you look at your subject, what 
is the process? “When a subject attracts 
me, I’ll ask myself ‘Why, what about this 
makes this interesting?’ That needs to 
come through as the focus. I want the 
painting to either tell a little story or 
evoke a feeling. If the subject moves me in 
a certain way, I hope to create a painting 
that will move the viewer the same way.” 

Do you go for realism or do you try to 
improve on what you are looking at? 
“It depends on the subject, especially ones 
with architecture, structures - buildings, 
I tend to make those more realistic. Other 
subjects might be more impressionistic. 
In a woodland scene with a creek with 
rapids and a lot of energy in it, I might 
use the pallet knife more. I try to capture 
a feeling, not literally recreate a scene. I 
won’t hesitate to move a tree over a few 
feet or eliminate power lines if they don’t 
add anything to the story.”

Russ’s wife Ann in Spring in Her Steps

What types of scenes are most challenging? “One with close-ups of people. I‘ve only 
recently tackled some portraits but I’m much more drawn to water. I love painting streams and 
ponds. The ideal subject for me has woods, water and a structure in it.”

How long do you work on a piece? “When you’re painting on location you have two or three 
hours until the light changes so much that it becomes a different painting. On occasion, I will go 
back to the setting at the same time of day to get the light and shadows the same way. Most of my 
paintings are started on location and finished in my studio. My goal is to do the best painting, not 
to say I did it all on location. I try to do at least one painting every week, and have some stretches 
of time when I paint every day for a month.”

Fresh out of college, Slocum’s first job was with Prentice Hall in New Jersey, where he wrote 
and designed book jackets and catalogs. After a year he returned to Pennsylvania, and in 1972 

married his Lycoming 
College sweetheart Ann 
Hippensteel. Slocum 
spent most of the 
next decade with ad 
agencies as copywriter 
and account manager. 
During this time, he took 
a couple of breaks from 
advertising to work as 
a freelance writer with 
articles published in 
the New York Times 
Magazine, Playboy, 
The Atlantic and other 
magazines, and wrote 24 
children’s story coloring 
books. In 1983, he 
started his own agency, 
Slocum Advertising. This 
grew into Slocum Blatt 
Advertising in 1986, and 
in 2002 evolved into The 
Slocum Group. In 2014 
he retired from his 40+ 
year advertising career 
and made the transition 
to full-time artist.

Russell Slocum is 
well known in the Berks 
County and eastern PA 
art community, where 
his work can always 
be found in Art Plus 
Gallery, West Reading, 
as well as Visual 
Expansion Gallery in 
West Chester. He is 
getting to be known in 
central coast Maine, 
where he is represented 
by Landing Gallery, 
Rockland. Slocum has 
won numerous awards 
including the 2022 Plein 
Air West Reading Berks 
History Award and Best 
in Show at the 2019 
Scenes of the Schuylkill 
juried Art Show.

Art Plus Gallery 
has been a part of 
Slocum’s life since 
2015 and he has been 
Co-Director since 2016. 
A cooperative of 25 
local artists, Art Plus 
has been recognized as Confluence
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a 501(c)3 non-profit shortly after it was founded in 1999. The 
gallery keeps that status by virtue of a two-pronged mission, 
one is to help local artists display and sell their work and learn 
the gallery business from the inside; the second is to promote 
art appreciation and participation throughout Berks County in 
general and among K-12 students in particular. In support of 
this mission, Russell helped the gallery found Plein Air West 
Reading and the “Nature of Nolde Forest” Student Art Contest. 

Today Russell’s wife Ann contributes as resident art critic 
and helps with the framing. Their son Matt, a 2004 graduate of 
Wyomissing High School, is now VP of Product Development 
for Precedent, an Insurtech company and lives in Rockville, MD 
with his wife Allie and their 2-year-old son Will. The joy of plein 
air painting didn’t stick with Matt, but Russ is looking forward to 
getting his grandson out painting on a family vacation someday.

You can see more about Russell and his art at  
www.RussellSlocum.com 

View From the Bridge

Sycamores at the Bend

High Season on Golden Meadow

Oldman Echo Has an Ice Day

Water Under the Bridge

These paintings are a collection done by Russell 
along the Wyomissing Creek
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SPARTAN  
SPOTLIGHT

Wyomissing Jr/Sr High School is a center of 
activity. Good kids doing great things!

Wyomissing students who swim for the Exeter 
Township SD swim team

Wyomissing High School Mini-THON raised $57,709.78 for Four Diamonds 
fight against pediatric cancer

2023 Wyomissing Indoor Tack Team

Colonial Fitness
racquetball & fitness center

610-777-7801
SINKING SPRING  •  CHBSPORTS.com       

HEY PARENTS!
GIVE YOUR KIDS A GREAT SUMMER

FULL OF FUN ACTIVITIES.
SIGN THEM UP FOR:

COLONIAL SPORTS SUMMER DAY CAMP!

2023 Wyomissing Girls Basketball Team - PIAA District 3 Class 4A Champions, 
made it to PA State Quarterfinal ending their season with 28-3 overall record, one 
of the best ever at Wyomissing.

Dr. Jennifer Mueller, Board Certified Dermatologist

Accepting New Patients
Cosmetic, Medical & Surgical Dermatology

Complete Skin Examinations, Botox, Juvederm, Laser Therapy for Removal of Brown Spots, Blood 

Vessels and Hair, PRP Therapy, Pediatric Dermatology, Acne, Rosacea, Eczema, Hair loss, Psoriasis

Most major insurance plans accepted!

Call today to make your appointment  610-484-3761

4906 Penn Ave, Suite 202, Sinking Spring • www.mycleardermatology.com
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NOODL FAST/CASUAL  
RAMEN RESTAURANT  
IN WEST READING
428 Penn Avenue
BY MICKENZIE MCLUCAS

“The fast/casual approach allows for a relaxed dining 
experience with friends or lunch with business colleagues in a 
casual environment. If you can’t come out to spend time with 
us – we will be BIG on delivery & take-out,” said Kevin Kozo, 
Founder noodl.

“There isn’t anything like noodl in West Reading! We are 
going to be great for so many different diners, by offering a 
comfortable dining room, where you can order how you like, 
whether by kiosk, cashier, or right from your phone. Also, our 
food is designed to be taken home! You can stop by, or order 

703 Henry Circle, Sinking Spring
www.connellylawn.com
Phone (610) 678-8949

Email: Info@connellylawn.com 

Personal Gardening Service | Once a Month Visits from
May through November | Pruning - Deadheading -

Weeding - Container Garden Plantings | FREE ESTIMATES

Voted Best Landscaper 7 of the last 8 years 
by the readers of Berks County Living

WE SCOOP YOUR 
DOG'S POOP SO YOU 

DON'T HAVE TO

POOPGENIE.COM

Your Dog's Business Is Our Business

through a DoorDash, Grubhub, or Uber Eats,” notes 
Cody Schmidt, General Manager noodl. 

The menu features signature bowls, design-your-
own-bowls, and sharable options. There is parking 
available at the rear of the restaurant, including 
handicap, pick-up, and spots for dine-in customers. 
A customer loyalty program is available through 
their website @thenoodl.com. Customer loyalty 
points can be accumulated and redeemed towards 
future purchases. noodl’s regular business hours are 
Tuesday-Saturday, 11:30 am - 9:00 pm.

In the near future, noodl looks forward to 
expanding lunch offerings to the business community, 
located at 428 Penn Avenue in the heart of West 
Reading, the restaurant is in a prime location in 
reference to surrounding businesses and cities. noodl 
has added a special charm to the non-profit community 
through fundraising campaigns, currently through a 
round-up campaign with Habitat for Humanity Berks.

This Spring season, noodl is offering a featured 
seasonal bowl! The Seasonal Bowl features shoyu 
broth with rice noodles, teriyaki chicken, wood ear 
mushrooms, roasted spring onions, edamame, and 
togarashi. The wood ear mushrooms and roasted 
spring onion are also added to the add-options for the 
design-your-own bowls as well.

E-gift cards are available for purchase on the 
website. Physical gift cards, sweatshirts, t-shirts, 
and “noodl” the cat stickers are available for 
purchase in-store. For additional information and a 
complete menu, visit @thenoodl.com.
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844-MYMIND1
www.mymindmatterscounseling.com

2209 Quarry Drive, A-10, Reading, PA 19609

Coaching & Counseling for individuals, families, couples, 
groups, and businesses. Help for anxiety, depression, grief and 

loss, behavioral problems, trauma, and addictions, plus much 
more! Psychological testing also available for learning 

disabilities, autism, or ADHD.

COGMED Working Memory Training for children
to improve Attention, Behavior, and Capacity to Learn. 

“My family was welcomed and respected at Sacred 
Heart School. I love the small class size, the quality of 
education and respect my daughter has been taught, 
which is priceless.”

• Sacred Heart School has been a vibrant part of the 
   educational community in Berks County since 1919.
• Our rigorous academic curriculum is based on 
   Diocesan and PA State guidelines which exceeds
   set requirements.
• Children have the opportunity to grow in their 
   personal relationship with God.
• We offer FULL DAY PreK 3, PreK 4, and Kindergarten 
   programs as well as extended care until 5:50pm.
• Small class size allows for individualized classroom   
   instruction.
• Financial Aid is available.

701 Franklin Street • West Reading, PA
WWW.SACREDHEARTREADING.COM

- Heather Schaeffer,
 parent of Sacred Heart School student

510 NORTH PARK RD 
WYOMISSING, PA 19610 
Office: 484-671-2908
 Fax: 484-671-3348
www.peaceofmindcares.com

Help with your Pets at home
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JOIN OUR TEAM

Sales Account Executives - Full or Part-Time, flexible 9 
to 5 hours, earn $1K to $3K+/month, commission only. The 
Job: Contact potential advertisers and show them why Stroll 
Wyomissing & other Southeast PA Publications are the best 
way to stay in front of busy, hard-to-reach homeowners. 
Part-time hours are perfect for working around active school 
& family schedules. We will train the right person. Call John 
at 484-269-9824 or email John.Bieber@N2Co.com. 

STAFFING & 
EMPLOYMENT EXPERTS

Eastern PA's Local Leader in Employment, 
Sta	ng, Recruiting & Workforce Consulting.

Sta�ng Solutions 

Professional Solutions 

Career Placement Services 

jobs@gagepersonnel.com | www.gagepersonnel.com
610-376-1771 (Call/Text)

WEST READING CORPORATE OFFICE

Contact Us
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 *Select Aboveground Pools in Stock Now  *

�����������
Spas in Stock Now ! 

BLUE LAGOON POOLS

����

Premium Series • Summit Series  • DuraSport Series
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Custom Inground 
Pools, Above Ground 
Pools, Spas & Patios 

(610) 678-0373
40 Commerce Drive, Wyomissing, PA 

www.perfettoinsurance.com

Chester Perfetto 
Agency, Inc.

"Your One Stop Insurance Shop"

Retired? Retiring Soon?
Questions About Your 401k or Pension?

Let Us Ease Your Confusion!

Free, No Obligation Consultations
to Review Your Accounts
and Offer Suggestions.

Over 52 Years Experience!
Call Today!

Writers for Stroll Wyomissing - We are looking to add 
writers to cover local events, feature stories, business 
profiles, Wyomissing and Berks County history, local dining, 
youth sports, athletes, hobbyists, festivals & activities, and 
our local great outdoors. Contact John Bieber, Publisher of 
Wyomissing Neighbors for more information at 484-269-
9824 or email John.Bieber@N2Co.com.

Stroll Wyomissing & other  
Southeast PA Publications
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484-256-3148 
24kCleaningServices.com

Fully Insured

Cleaning Services
Full Service Cleaning

@24kcleaning@24kcleaningservices

OUR MISSION
at 24K Cleaning Services is to 

provide exceptional commercial
cleaning services.

Andrea & Nikki, Owners/Operators

From the smallest to largest commercial 
facilities we are equipped to handle  

all types of cleaning projects.

OUR SERVICES: Commercial Cleaning
Move-in & Move-out Cleans • New Construction Cleaning

One Time Only Cleans • Carpet Cleaning & More...

for “high touch” surfaces, ensuring the safety of your employees.
For our commercial customers we o�er COVID-19 disinfecting mist program

Your clean business is our business.

TO HELP END MODERN-DAY SLAVERY.

SINCE 2016, N2 HAS DONATED

Visit n2gives.com to learn
more about our fight.

Thanks to the businesses within these pages, our local publishers, and readers like YOU, we’re able to break the chains of this horrible reality.

Did you know there are more victims held against their
will today than ever before? That’s why The N2 Company ―
the organization behind this publication and hundreds like
it ― is financially committed to end human trafficking.

FOR EVERY AD SOLD, N2 DONATES 
ENOUGH MONEY TO FREE TWO 
SLAVES FROM CAPTIVITY.

A GIVING PROGRAM BY

Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 4pm - 10pm
Wednesday & Thursday: 12pm - 10pm
Friday & Saturday: 12pm - 12am
Sunday: 12pm - 10pm

CHATTY MONKS 
BREWING COMPANY

(484) 818-0176
610 Penn Avenue 
West Reading, PA 19611
www.ChattyMonks.com

CHATTY MONKS SHWAG T-SHIRTS AVAILABLE!



Stroll Wyomissing       3736       April 2023

CLEAR DERMATOLOGY, 
SINKING SPRING
DR. JENNIFER L. MUELLER

Dr. Jennifer L. Mueller, MD 
FAAD is the owner and CEO of 
Clear Dermatology. Fourteen 
months ago, she opened her 
beautiful offices at 4906 Penn 
Avenue, Sinking Spring, PA 
where she brings her 15 years 
of dermatology experience to 
patients of all ages.

Dr. Mueller lives in Berks 
County with her husband 
Dr. Darryl Mueller, MD, an 
otolaryngologist, and their son 
Jackson.

How did you start this 
practice? “I practiced in a 
larger dermatology group in 
Lancaster for about 12 years, 
and while I found that to be 
very fulfilling, I felt that it 
would be so wonderful to 
be able to better serve my 
own community, the greater 
Wyomissing area, so I decided 
to open my own practice.”

“Patients deserve and 
should be able to make 
informed decisions regarding 
their skin care. We, as 
dermatologists, are the 
most equipped to help in 
this manner. Dermatologists 
complete four years of medical 
school, four years of residency, 
and then must pass a rigorous 
examination to become board 
certified by the American 
Board of Dermatology.”

What range of services 
do you provide to all your 
patients? “We see patients of 
all ages. We provide the full 
spectrum of medical, cosmetic, 
and surgical dermatology 
services. In addition, we 
practice pediatric and geriatric 
dermatology. One of the ways 
dermatology is so important is 
in preventive medicine through 
general skin examinations, a 
service I provide every day. 
If we can prevent skin cancer 
or treat it at an earlier stage, 
patients have better outcomes. 
We routinely address spots of 
concern, eczema, psoriasis, 
hair loss, and nail disorders. I 

am passionate about cosmetic dermatology and have fifteen 
years of expertise in this area including Botox, Juvederm 
fillers, laser therapy, sclerotherapy, and Kybella. 

How did you become interested in dermatology? “I 
received my undergraduate and graduate degrees from 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, and then 
I attended medical school at Eastern Virginia Medical School. 
I felt very fortunate to be accepted to medical school. I didn’t 
take any part of medical school for granted and I wanted to 
learn everything, I even tutored the other medical students, 
and I ended up doing very well. The Dean of our medical 
school was a dermatologist and during the third year of 
medical school, he asked me if I had considered dermatology. 
I had not because a typical medical student may only get about 
two hours of lectures on dermatology during the course of 
medical school. He explained that dermatology was a great 
field, and I began dermatology rotations in my fourth year of 
medical school in various locations from Portland, Oregon 
to Edinburgh, Scotland and I fell in love with dermatology. 
I could take care of patients from newborn to geriatric, and 
I loved doing surgeries and procedures. I completed my 
internship and residency in dermatology at Drexel University 
and became board certified in dermatology in 2009.

“It is amazing to think that I have patients that I’ve been 
seeing for 15 years. I know their families and they know my 
son Jackson. It’s really humbling and amazing, the ability to 
talk and connect. I love the relationships that we develop and 
foster over time. I love that I can follow patients for a lifetime.

“Cosmetic dermatology can be life-changing because when 
it’s done well the patient should be the only one who notices. 
They should look in the mirror and feel they look rested and 

Dr. Jennifer L. Mueller, MD FAAD Dr. Mueller and Dr. Galvin

refreshed. it’s about balance 
and symmetry. It shouldn’t be 
about changing people, just 
about listening and restoring.”

Your office space was the 
former J.O.Y. Bookstore, 
which was a beautiful 
open-beam barn. “When 
I first saw the space, it was 
simply a huge attic, but I 
could see its tremendous 
potential. Dr. AJ Giesa and 
Dr. Lisa Ciabattoni, owners 
of Green Valley Dental, are 
good friends. They told me 
they had a space available.” 
Dr. Mueller did a total 
remodeling of the space 
with the help of contractor 
Real Services, Inc. of York, 
PA and interior designer 
Julie Garman Interiors, 
LLC, Wyomissing.

How many employees are on your staff at Clear 
Dermatology? “We currently have 11 teammates. My 
goal with our team was to find people that are equally 
as passionate as I am and who bring different strengths. 
Our staff works well together, and I think everybody 
really feels that sense of family and feels a great deal 
of pride and ownership over their role in this endeavor. 
Our team includes our office administrator, patient care 
coordinators, medical assistants and Jennifer Dankel, 
PA-C Physician Assistant. It is really important to me 
that every patient have a good experience from their first 
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Jennifer Dankel, PA-C, Dr. Jennifer Mueller, Dr. Jessica Galvin

phone call to set an appointment to the end of their visit. 
Medicine should be team focused because patients get the 
best outcome.”

What are you most proud of regarding Clear 
Dermatology? “I’m proud of the trust that the 
community has put in me. I think trust is hard to earn and 
it feels good that people come here. My team works hard 
and I’m proud that the practice is growing and the more 
we can responsibly grow the more people we can take 
care of.

“Our entire team shares this vision because we 
know there are so many people that need high-quality 
dermatologic care in our area. It is important for patients 
to make the most educated decisions about their skincare 
whether it’s medical or cosmetic. Skincare is a journey, 
and it changes as we age. There are tools that we can use 
to prevent skin cancer so it’s important to be proactive 
with your skin.”

In April 2023, Dr. Jessica Galvin joined the 
team of Clear Dermatology. She is a board-certified 
dermatologist and a Fellow of the American Academy 
of Dermatology and the American Osteopathic College 
of Dermatology. As a general dermatologist she sees 
patients of all ages. Her special interests include complex 
medical dermatology and the early detection and 
treatment of skin cancers. 

Dr. Galvin attended Columbia University for her 
undergraduate degree. She attended Kansas City 
University of Medicine and Biosciences for medical 
school and completed her internship and dermatology 
residency at University Hospitals in Cleveland, Ohio.

Clear Dermatology, 4906 Penn Avenue, Suite 
202, Sinking Spring, PA 19608 610-484-3761 
MyClearDermatology.comDr. Jessica Galvin, DO FAAD



At our family owned dentistry, you are important to us. At Angstadt Family Dental, 
you will feel like part of our family. We take pride in our client relationships. 

Contact us today if you are in need of our services. 
We will take great care of you!

85 Commerce Drive
Wyomissing, PA 19610 

610-236-0700
AngstadtFamilyDental.com

 Comprehensive Dental Care
Dental Crown/Bridges ∙ Inlays/Outlays

Dental Fillings ∙ Root Canals ∙ Dentures
Laser Dentistry ∙ Tooth Colored Fillings

A Publication for Residents of Wyomissing

5051 New Centre Dr 
Wilmington, NC 28403


